BRIGHT U3A ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Bright Senior Citizens Centre
Friday 06 February 2026

Meeting opened at 10:25am.
Present: 53, as per signed sheets.

Apologies: Roger & Helen Carlson, Hilda Rozitis, Fabrice Pierre, Jan Bird, Ann Borschmann, Caroline
& Rob Riedy, Yvonne & Roy Ward, Dennis Lambert, Joe Robinson, Kay Gillert, Mark
Walker, Peter Lukey, Mirry McDonald, Joel Matthews, Charles White.

In the absence of President Roy Ward due to illness, Vice-President Penny White welcomed everybody
to the 2026 Annual General Meeting & thanked the Cycling Group for providing the pre-meeting
morning tea.

Minutes of last AGM: Circulated to members on the 18 January 2026 via newsletter/email for perusal.
Moved that the minutes be accepted: Peter Dredge. Seconded: Ingrid Klein.

REPORTS:
President:

With Roy absent, Marianne Dredge was asked to read the President’s Report on his behalf. The
following is as written................

Co-ordinators. Thank you for all your work to ensure we have a great U3A. Special thanks to Linda and
her helpers. I still consider our co-ordinators as the most important members of our U3A.
Council. Council contacted us to say they needed the building for repairs and special works from
23/12 until finished.

e Serviced air conditioners
Washed walls.
Washed floors and carpets.
Washed all windows.
Built new outdoor electric barbeque.
Washed all tables and chairs.

e Checked the electricity supply.
Finished and reopened 16 January well ahead of planned opening.
Committee. Thank you all for your devotion to our U3A under my presidency. We finished the year a
solid group with only a couple of groups challenging our decisions.
Members. We thank those members who announced their support for the new committee both with
words and action. [ wish to thank Marianne and Olivia for filling in for me when [ was unable to attend
a function.

............... Following the reading of the report, Marianne added that she would like to acknowledge the
generous donation of the BBQ from Judy and Bryan Pirie and also that Roy would have thanked
everybody involved in the U3A over the past twelve months.



Treasurer:

The opening balance of the U3A bank account on the 01 January 2025 $15,934. Income for the year was
$23,396 whilst expenditure totalled $14,873, leaving a closing balance of $24,457.
¢ Included in the income total were Woodworking Group board sales of $1,202, a $5,000 donation
from the Bendigo Bank and a $5,000 donation from Judy & Bryan Pirie, both of which went
towards the BBQ project.
e The major expense for the year was $9,441 spent on the BBQ project and fencing at U3A
headquarters. Other expenditure included $1,909 for Consumables, $1,101 for Woodworking,
$545 for U3A/Consumer Affairs dues and $378 to Pharmacycle for the Blister boxes.

Marianne Dredge addressed a question from the floor to Robyn about the Blister box expenditure of
$378 and whether there was to be any Income from this.

Robyn mentioned that it was a trial promoted by the committee to see if it were beneficial to members
and that there would be no income received from initiative. Since the trial started, the Bendigo Bank is
now sponsoring a Blister box at the Bright Chemist so the future of the pack in the U3A building will be
decided at an upcoming committee meeting.

Moved: Robyn Cirulis that the treasurer’s report be accepted. Seconded: Olivia Stapleton.

Membership:

The number of members as of 31 December 2025 was 283, which was similar to the previous year.
Forty-eight of this number joined U3A for the first time in 2025. There was a total of forty-one
Conveners for the year and fifteen Associated members. These were mainly from Myrtleford.

As of 06 February 2026, we have nineteen new members & 224 financial members.
Convenor Coordinator:

Linda mentioned that 2025 was a quiet year, with a couple of groups not continuing, however, there
were a couple of new courses that commenced.

During the year, there were some short-term courses that ran for a period of three weeks or a single
day, such as Cryptic Crosswords & Science and which were extremely popular. It is proposed that there
will be a ‘Behind Close Doors’ program commencing during the year which will run focusing on what
our local businesses do, such as the Brewery or Winery. If anybody has contacts for this proposed
program or any suggestions for new courses, can they please contact her.

Linda thanked all the Convenors for the hard job that they do, which is very much appreciated.

At the conclusion of Linda’s report, Penny acknowledged all the hard work that Linda, the convenors &
committee members have done during the year and to Roy Ward, the outgoing President for stepping
in at the start of the year.

Penny also made special mention to Malcolm Millar, Keith Ashfold, and Sue & Arno Van Winden for the
time they contribute over such a long period. Thanks, was also given to Jan Smith for her role as the co-
ordinator of the social committee.

Penny introduced Arno Van Winden to perform the Returning Officer role and thanked him for taking
on this job at short notice due to the absence of Peter Lukey through illness.



ELECTION OF COMMITTEE:

Returning Officer: Arno Van Winden. Nominations were read as follows.

President: Olivia Stapleton nominated by H Brecknell = seconded R Riedy. Accepted.
Vice Pres: Roy Ward nominated by L Hayes seconded I Klein. Accepted.
Treasurer: Robyn Cirulis  nominated by A Bird seconded R Milne. Accepted.
Secretary: Andrew Bird  nominated by R Cirulis seconded R Milne Accepted.
Committee:  Linda Hayes nominated by R Ward seconded M Roberts. Accepted.
Helen Brecknell nominated R Riedy seconded L Hayes. Accepted.
Kevin Hancock nominated M Roberts seconded I Klein. Accepted.

Sabine Glissmann-Gough
nominated L Hayes seconded H Brecknell. Accepted.
Ingrid Klein ~ nominated R Ward seconded L Hayes. Accepted.
Ron Milne nominated A Bird seconded R Cirulis. Accepted.
Rob Riedy nominated H Brecknell seconded O Stapleton. Accepted.
Mike Roberts nominated K Hancock seconded I Klein. Accepted.
Mike Smith nominated O Stapleton seconded R Riedy. Accepted.

Arno congratulated Olivia on becoming the new President & then vacated the chair.

Penny declared that all the people are duly elected for the 2026 year before introducing Olivia, who
would like to say a few words after the closure of the meeting.

Meeting closed at 10:51 am.

New President introduction:

Olivia thanked Helen and Rob for nominating her as President. Olivia mentioned that she was first
approached to join the committee in 2024, but said No, however, after the second time she committed
and joined the committee in 2025.

The reason that she accepted the Presidency, given that she is involved with Chess, Qigong, Cycling etc
is that she has a passion for U3A, which is such a wonderful organisation. When you participate in a
workplace, in her case Nursing, you have structure and purpose. When you are no longer working, the
U3A organisation fills in this void and gives you a chance to become involved in different activities and
meet a complete range of new people, which is such a wonderful thing.

Olivia mentioned that as President she is nothing without the people who are supporting her, and she
then asked that all the committee to come up the front and be introduced to the members present. The
committee work for the convenors as we are all volunteers. I have skills but as a collective group we
have even more skills.

The committee is very approachable, and they need to know if there is something wrong. Please speak
to the committee if you have a grievance or new idea. Do not let it fester.

Penny White from the floor - Who do we contact in this situation?

Olivia mentioned that if there is a question or issue, please email the Secretary and this will be
presented at the next meeting. Please refer to the UMAS website which has all the names and email
addresses of who to contact, depending on what your query is.



Olivia also thanked Roy Ward, who initially asked her to become Vice-President, however, because of
Roy’s health, she decided to take on the full role. Roy just turned eighty-five and will be my Vice-
President and fill in as president if | am away.

In conclusion, Olivia wants U3A Bright to run smoothly and mentioned that if there is ever an issue,
please let the committee know. It is important that we all work together and enjoy ourselves. Finally,
Olivia thanked all the members as without the members we would not have U3A.

As President, she will be running a ‘Convenors get together’ at the U3A building as a way of thanking all
the wonderful work the convenors do and to familiarise them, particularly the new ones, with the
building, procedures and systems, such as the security alarm.

Olivia asked if there were any questions from the floor or if somebody had something else to add.

Robyn Cirulis mentioned that she has the EFPOS Machine with her if anybody needs to pay their
membership. Helen Brecknell is also here with her computer for those who have yet to enrol. The face-
to-face enrolment day held in January with Helen & Linda Hayes was successful.

Marianne Dredge mentioned that Mirry McDonald has organised a Ladies Night. ‘A Summer Soiree’
which is being advertised around town. It is a charity event for Stroke Research and will be held on the
21 February 2026. There is flyer with more details of the event in the Foyer.

Marianne also mentioned that the ‘Cuppa & Conversation’ mornings will start on the first Friday of

each month (excepting school holidays). The purpose of the mornings is to meet new people and for $2,
you can drink unlimited cups of coffee/tea and snacks.

Meeting closed 11:02 am



