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U3A BRIGHT DISTRICT

GOOD COMPANY, LIFELONG LEARNING, STAYING ACTIVE

Dear Members,

Our elected president, Leonie Katekar, tendered
her resignation by email on Thursday 13th March,
the day before the committee meeting of the 14th
March 2025.

When it was formally announced at the meeting,
her resignation was accepted.

Roy Ward was then elected to chair the 14th March
committee meeting. Penny White, the vice
president had previously agreed to take the
minutes in the secretary's absence.

The last item of business was the president
replacement. Penny White indicated she did not
wish to take on the role but would remain as vice
president.

It was moved and seconded, and unanimously
passed, that Roy Ward be the replacement
president of Bright U3A.

The Management Committee of U3A Bright.

APR 2025

DATES TO
REMEMBER

COFFEE MORNING

FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2025
Guest Speaker

Roster for
Coffee Morning
Philosophy,

Learners Bridge,
Drawing & Painting

Pickelball

Have you signed up for
Pickelball
on Sunday 23rd, 4pm at the
Tennis Club?

If not login to your membership
and signup.
It’s not too late!

Bright U3A Contacts. Secretary: Andrew Bird........... secretary@u3abright.org.au
Treasurer: Robyn Cirulis...members@u3aBright.org.au. Courses: Linda Hayes........... courses@u3abright.org.au.
Web Admin/Newsletter: Helen Brecknell....... media@u3abright.org.au Social Sub-Committee: Jan Smith........ social@u3abright.org.au
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Marianne Dredge
Cathy Eldred
Mike Roberts

AGM 2025

Duties for Roster Group

All members of duty group/s to arrive at venue — U3A Headquarters, 2 Cobden St- by 9.45 for 10am start.
— Place one table at entry point where members can sign in.

— Place 2 tables across front of hall.

— Bring plate of food to share. Keep covers in case left over food to be taken home.
. In kitchen, fill urn with water.

— Set up urn on table on servery area & bring urn to boil.

— Put out tea bags, coffee, milk, sugar, cups, spoons & bowls for used teaspoons.

— Place bin next to urn table for used teabags.

— At conclusion of meeting, collect all dirty dishes, wipe down all the tables. Wash, dry & put away dishes in
kitchen.

— Wipe down sinks & hang up teatowels

— Sweep the floor

— Restore tables & chairs to their previous layout

Don’t forget to take your OWN plates home!

Coffee morning subcommittee members will be in attendance to assist you. Please do not leave before clean up

finished.
U3A Bright Contacts

secretary@u3abright.org.au Secretary, Andrew. use for general enquiries
members@u3abright.org.au. Treasurer, Robyn. Use for membership queries, joining, payments.
courses@u3abright.org.au Courses Coordinator, Linda.

Use to: Inquire about wait lists, resolve problems getting into a course, ideas for new courses, convenors
changing course information, general how to use UMAS for members

media@u3abright.org.au. Media Coordinator, Website and UMAS Admin, Helen

Use to: Submit articles and photos for inclusion in quarterly newsletter, general how to use UMAS for members,
sort issues with enrolments and use of UMAS

social@u3abright.org.au Social Activities Coordinator, Jan
Use to: Advise of dietry needs (If any). Enrolments in social activities are done through UMAS.
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St. Clement’s Eurobin 115t Birthday & Restoration Reveal

U3A Alpine Voices singers were invited by Alison Wren, the present owner
of the dwellings and property where the beautiful and quaint little church at
Eurobin, formerly St. Clement’s Church of England, stands. This church has
been the subject of many photographs and paintings and has hosted
generations, congregating for christenings, weddings, funerals, worship and
celebrations.

When the population of Eurobin started to decline, the church numbers fell
and the church remained disused for some time. The church building slowly
fell into disrepair, until it was bought by the Saines family, who cleaned it up
and repaired it.

Once again, the church continued to be used for some functions such as
weddings,
christenings and
celebrations. It was
used as a beautiful
place to celebrate,
not as a consecrated
church. The church
was heritage listed
by request from the
Saines family, but after some time, it became difficult to
maintain such an old building and the church slowly fell
into disrepair once again and stood there untouched for
many years.

Alison’s enthusiasm and passion to restore the church to

its former glory for the use of functions was able, with the help of Peter Ellis’ hands-on renovating skills, to
restore the church to its former glory. Donations of building materials by the local community assisted Alison
and Peter to complete the project.

Alpine Voices gave a heart-rending
4 performance, singing songs that re-ignited the
~tradition of singing in a church; a most
~uplifting and magical expression of one’s
. spirit.

The U3A singers present on Saturday the

15th of March, were convenor, Olivia
Stapleton; pianist, Carolyn Moore; singers,
Barbara Adams, Estelle Collinson, Glenys
Ellen, Sarah Fagan, Julie Kenessy, Mirry
McDonald, Jenny Mitchell, Annie Rothwell and
Elaine Woods.
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What is macro photography?

The macro photography class at on Sth March was well attended with some fun projects happening. A
variety of items were brought in to try the art of macro and macro stacking. From the delicate dandelion
head to the body of a fly, to a beautiful flower head or even a feather!

If you’ve ever marveled at the intricate details of a dewdrop on a leaf or the delicate patterns on an insect’s
wings, then you’ve experienced the magic of macro photography. This photography practice allows
photographers to capture the mesmerizing beauty of small subjects in a larger-than-life format. But what
exactly is macro photography, and how do photographers achieve those stunning, close-up images?

Macro photography, in simple terms, is the art of
making small things look big. It goes beyond capturing
ordinary pictures and focuses on revealing the
extraordinary details that are often overlooked due to
their size.

Macro photography is like a secret key, unlocking a
world that exists just beyond what our eyes can see. It's
the art of making small things look big, revealing the
intricate details and patterns that are usually missed in
our day-to-day lives.

The natural world is teeming with life, much of

which is too small for us to notice. From the delicate e
. . . e

veins of a leaf to the intricate patterns on a o

butterfly's wing, nature is a treasure trove of tiny d

wonders waiting to be discovered. And it's here that

the macro shot truly shines. ) \

S

In essence, macro photography is more than just a
technique; it's a window into unseen worlds,
revealing intricate details often overlooked by the
naked eye. It's the art of bringing the tiny wonders
of our world to the forefront. Remember, in macro,
it’s all about the details.
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staying aCt1ve
Bird Group off to a great start!

We have had two great trips to start off the year. We
had a short trip to Mt Beauty where we went to the

- — Pondage and the Rockpools. We had brief glimpses of
= some Latham’s Snipes at the Pondage and there was
a Bee-eater at the Rockpools. A bit of a surprise was a
pair of Leaden Flycatchers which aren’t seen often
around here. We finished the morning with coffee at
the bakery.

l

Last Monday we went to Winton via a couple of places
in the southern Warby’s. We went first to Sunrise track
looking for Turquoise Parrots but saw a group of White-
throated Needletail catching insects very high up. There
were a couple of Pacific Swift with them which is very
common. They are very hard to tell apart but we were
confident that there were two different birds. At Nason’s
Springs we did catch up with some Turquoise Parrots
and very rare (for this area) a pair of Double-barred

Finches. Unfortunately my camera battery went flat
JUST before we saw them but | hope to get photos
from Lynne.

The Duck Pond had a few Pied Stilts and some Black-
fronted Dotterels as well as the usual ducks,
spoonbills, cormorants and pelicans. There was then

a welcome toilet and tea break at the boat ramp before
we went up to Greens Hill. The White-breasted
Woodswallows were there again but numbers seemed
low. A bit late lunch and we finished off the day with a
quick look at Humphrey’s Hill
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Tech Support Call

As many members of U3A Bright may know, | work with the support team with Network Vic. My role is to
help other U3A’s around the state with issues they may have with the Website and UMAS. The team - all
volunteers - have a range of skills that we bring to support those U3A’s in running their own systems.

This is a record of one of those calls to the team and the response from the U3A was absolutely brilliant!

It just made my day!
Helen (Website admin)

From the U3A

Are you able to provide guidance about what we should be doing about our SSL certificate for our
website? Is it managed through Network, or do we need to do something about it as an individual
UBA? Is there someone at Network we need to discuss this with?

From the Team

Hi,

To quote “Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy” - Don’t Panic. Everything is OK.

Your website is hosted by U3A Victoria using servers provided by VentralP. Your SSL certificate
is valid until Monday, 7 April 2025 at 1:59:00 pm Australian Eastern Standard Time but will be

renewed before that date.

Hope this helps to allay any fears of a problem.

cheers

From the U3A

Thanks .

We have our towels, and we’re relieved that the
earth won’t be destroyed to make way for a
hyperspace bypass.

Cheers
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