
BRIGHT U3A ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Bright Senior Citizens Centre 

Friday 07 February 2025 
  
 
Meeting opened at 10:20am. 
 
Present:   68, as per signed sheets. 
 
Apologies: Kim & Joe Robinson, Jan Bird, Sue & Arno Van Winden, Roy & Yvonne Ward, Beverley 
Lambert, Gwen Rolland, Meg Hughes, Jeff Ashcroft, Tatjana Filicin. 
 
Minutes of last AGM:  Circulated to members on 24 January 2024 via newsletter/email for perusal.  

Moved that the minutes be accepted: Helen Brecknell. Seconded: Penny White. 
  
 
REPORTS: 
 
President: 
 
Marianne opened proceedings by welcoming all those present & asking if there were any more 
nominations for either officer or general committee members. Thanks was given to the Bridge, 
Scrabble & Mahjong clubs for setting the hall up & providing the delicious food, tea & coffee. 
 

 The 2024 U3A year was full of activities & a year we should all celebrate.  
 It is also a time reflect & remember with affection, Irene Lukey & any other members who 

passed away during the year. 
 Membership numbers increased during the past year & it was thanks to the dedication & work 

done by the volunteers. Any new members were warmly welcomed & declared that by joining 
U3A Bright, you have made a very good decision. 

 Marianne also thanked & made positive mention of the following government & other 
organisations that provided assistance during the year. 

o Victorian State Government for making available the Tidy Towns Grant which allowed 
U3A Bright to access a $50,000 grant. 

o Alpine Shire Council, for their ongoing support & who have given enormous assistance 
over the past 12 months through the CAC partnership, installation of a new oven & a new 
air conditioner in Room 1, cleaning, providing for a disabled car park & providing a 
$5,000 grant to purchase a card shuffling machine for the Bridge club. 

o Bright Community Bank, the bank of our choice & who supported the U3A through 
community grants & the ongoing maintenance of the defibrillator here at HQ. 
 

 Mention was also made of the following items. 
o The renaming of the building. Notification of the name choice will be advised by Alpine 

Shire in the coming weeks & members will be notified in due course. 
o The Tidy Towns grant project – The successful tenderer, KD Homes and Construction, is 

expected to start in early April & the whole project to be completed in approx. 3 weeks. 
o Volunteers – a community of volunteers who assist in enriching our lives plus a 

dedicated Committee of Management working in the background providing sound policy 
& strong financial management decisions in the best interest of Bright U3A. One such 
decision was an increase in Membership Fees for the coming year. There was a small 
push back from some members, however, it was a strong decision designed to secure the 
health of Bright U3A now & into the future. 



o Marianne made mention of the numerous Convenor volunteers for their talents & skills & 
thanked them for the way that they have enhanced our intellectual, physical & social 
well-being. A thank you was also made to the members for their enthusiasm & support, 
encouraging volunteers step forward, which helps the entire organisation move forward 
with challenging & interesting programmes. 
 

 A general meeting will follow after the conclusion of the AGM.  
 
 
Treasurer: 
 
The balance of the U3A bank account at 31 December 2024 was $15,934. Income for the year was 
$20,645 whilst expenditure totalled $21,175.  

 Major items for the year were the purchase of an Interactive Whiteboard ($4,498) & a Bridge 
Card dealing machine ($5,771). The Bridge machine was funded by an Alpine Community grant 
& new kitchenware funded by a donation from Porepunkah Op Shop. 

 The membership fee for the year was increased to $40 from 01 July 2025 to cover additional 
expenses associated with the centre operation & also eliminate the need for additional levies for 
some groups. 

 
Moved Robyn Cirulis that the treasurer’s report be accepted.  Seconded: Penny White. 

 
 
Membership: 
 
The number of members as of 31 December 2024 was 288, the same as the previous year. Sixty-three 
of this number joined U3A for the first time in 2024. There was a total of 41 Conveners for the year. 
 
So far this year we have thirteen new members & as of 06 February, we have 224 financial members.  
 
Convenor Coordinator: 
 
Linda mentioned that during 2024, there were twenty-five courses which were spread over nine 
locations. Two groups will not be continuing this year & unfortunately they are in the craft area. If 
anybody has any suggestions for new courses, can they please contact her. 
 
Linda thanked all the Convenors for the activities during the past year & welcomed Ingrid, a new 
committee member, for coming on board to assist her in the role. 
 
At the conclusion of Linda’s report, Marianne acknowledged all the hard work & hours that Linda 
contributed during the year. 
 
Marianne also acknowledged & thanked the following committee members/convenors. 

 Annie Reardon for her contribution organising the end of term coffee mornings & guest 
speakers. Marianne also congratulated Annie for taking up a new role as a convenor in the 
casual cycling group & wished her well. 

 Mike Roberts, who will be standing down as Vice President. Marianne thanked Mike for his 
assistance during his time & for his policy work. Mike has also agreed to become a convenor of 
the woodwork group after the retirement of Glenn Connell & although he did initially retire 
from the committee, he has reconsidered & will remain on the committee. Sally’s loss is U3A’s 
gain. 

 Rosie Withers, for her contribution looking after the kitchen consumables over a number of 
years. 



 
At this point Marianne asked members Judy & Bryan Pirie to come up on to stage. During last year, they 
came to Marianne with an offer to donate some money towards U3A Bright. When told that the amount 
was $5,000, Marianne was absolutely blown away. It is such a generous offer & thanks were made from 
the bottom of her heart. It will be put to good use with the new BBQ area development. 
 
Bryan responded by saying that although Bright was their occasional residence, they wanted to assist 
the organisation in a reasonable way & are delighted to help with the new development. It is wonderful 
to see so many activities that people can become involved in & a good testimony to what the Bright 
community is about. 
 
 
 
Special Recognitions: 
 
Glen O’Connell – Marianne thanked Glen for the last 10 years he has given as a Convenor. Glen spent 
many years at Wangaratta Tech & brought to the U3A woodworking a wealth of knowledge on the 
operation of tools, equipment & safety, all in his calm & friendly manner. 
 
Glenn was instrumental in organising the shipping container, the power supply & also the U3A 
chopping boards that have become popular. Initially brought along to U3A coffee mornings, he had the 
foresight to emboss the U3A logo on these beautiful, stylish wooden chopping boards which are now in 
demand. 
 
Glenn is an absolute gentleman in every sense & we thank him for his dedication over the years & wish 
him great health. 
 

 At this point, Mike Roberts who has been a class member & is now the new convenor 
added that he is the most generous person I have ever met. Even two days ago, whilst 
in the Bendigo Bank, a staff member asked if Glenn was still doing this job & passed 
the remark ‘he is such a lovely man.’  

 
Cathy Elder – Cathy has been a convenor of the U3A Woolcrafters every month over the past 15 years. 
Cathy has an incredible knowledge of spinning & weaving & has been such a supportive teacher with 
her class members, assisting them with all facets, even down to picking up with stitches, unwinding 
stitching etc. 
 
During Covid, Cathy was committed to keeping her classes active & continued them in a safe 
environment at Nightingales.  
 
Cathy thanked Marianne for her kind words & remarked that she had wonderful time & a lot of fun 
over the years. She loves working with wool, such an amazing fibre. Hopefully, somebody will step up 
to continue the course as it has been a very rewarding time. 
 
Following presentations to the two retiring convenors, Mike Roberts took to the stage so say some 
words about the outgoing U3A President, Marianne.  
 
Before he spoke about her achievements, he drew attention to all present about the recent Australia 
Day awards where Marianne was named as the recipient of the Bright & Districts Local Achiever award. 
It was wonderful to see that all her activities & achievements have been recognised outside U3A. 
 
Mike has always found her to be a warm, friendly person but with a determination that if something 
needs to be achieved, she will achieve it. Marianne has been on the committee for 9 years & during that 



time she has held the position of Vice President, Course coordinator convenor & President. She is still a 
Bright U3A representative on CAC, which liaises with the Alpine Shire on the Building. 
 
She has also been an unofficial mediator dealing with ‘troubled-waters.’ The U3A members problems 
also become the Presidents & this can range from having no tea bags to leaking pipes. Another role has 
been as a co-convenor for morning teas, even though she does not drink tea or coffee & arranging 
‘Talkfest’ via Skype. 
    
Marianne has been heavily involved in the changes of the organisation & the implementation of the 
U3A UMAS system. The move to the Senior Citizens building & the initial merger with that organisation 
was largely thanks to Marianne & the change has brought positive benefits as the building is no longer 
seen as a centre for ageing but an active centre that more & more people want to be a part of. 
 
On behalf of all the members, Mike wished Marianne all the very best & hoped that her bright & shining 
face will still be seen around the U3A, 
 
In response, Marianne thanked everybody so much. It has certainly been a journey & a wonderful 
experience; one I will never forget. She also gave thanks to husband Peter for his support & who has 
been a rock to her. In spite of the hard decisions, she hoped that she had been seen as kind. She 
reflected that John Gilmore had said to her that in undertaking her role, ‘above all, be kind.’ 
 
Thank you all so much. I have been gobsmacked by the attendance today. 
 
At this point, Mike Roberts asked for three cheers, which was heartily given, followed by a standing 
ovation by all present in the hall. 
 
(Once settled, a small presentation was made to Marianne – a beautiful, framed photograph by local 
photographer Helen Brecknell & a gift voucher from a local store)  
 
 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE: 
 
Marianne than vacated the chair and asked Peter Lukey to chair the meeting. 
 
Before commencing his duty, Peter thanked all U3A leaders. Marianne has brought great change to the 
organisation & thanked her & all the committee of U3A Bright for all their innovation, hard work & 
commitment. 
 
It has been a difficult time since the passing of Irene & he thanked Marianne & Peter, the committee & 
members from the bottom of his heart for all the love & support that he received during this time.  
 
Returning Officer: Peter Lukey. Nominations were read as follows. 
 
President: Leonie Katekar  nominated by M Dredge   seconded R Cirulis.   Accepted.  
Vice Pres:  Penny White   nominated by J Matthews   seconded G Braithwaite. Accepted.  
Treasurer: Robyn Cirulis   nominated by M Dredge   seconded L Hayes.   Accepted. 
Secretary:  Andrew Bird   nominated by A Reardon   seconded M Roberts.  Accepted. 
Committee: Linda Hayes   nominated by H Brecknell   seconded R Milne.   Accepted. 
  Helen Brecknell  nominated L Hayes    seconded M Dredge.   Accepted.  
  Ron Milne   nominated R Cirulis  seconded H Brecknell.  Accepted. 
  Rob Riedy   nominated M Dredge  seconded R Cirulis.   Accepted. 
  Ingrid Klein   nominated P White    seconded J Matthews. Accepted. 
  Olivia Stapleton  nominated M Dredge   seconded H Brecknell.  Accepted. 



  Roy Ward   nominated M Dredge   seconded R Cirulis.   Accepted. 
  Mike Roberts  nominated R Ciruls  seconded M Dredge   Accepted. 
 
Peter welcomed both the returning & new members & then vacated the chair. 
 
Marianne congratulated Leonie, Penny, Robyn, Andrew & all the committee members as wished them 
all well for the year.  
 
 
Meeting closed at 11.02 am. 
 
 
General meeting: 
Leonie thanked all the members present for their support & the attendance showed how much you 
value U3A as an organisation. 

 
A short general meeting will be held in Room 1 at the conclusion & asked if anybody had any 
announcements. 
 
Jan Smith, the Activities Promotions officer spoke to the members about a number of events proposed 
for the following months. 

 Social Gold Day on February 14 at Bright Golf Club. It will be nine holes of social golf 
with no strict rules. 

 Pickle Ball – it is proposed to have a Pickle Ball evening on Sunday March 16 @ 
04:00pm. It will be at the Tennis club & the game is good for old knees. A BBQ will 
follow the event. 

 Cooking Classes – looking at running some cooking classes for people who do not 
cook & also for those who love to cook & who are interested in running specialty 
classes. Anybody interested, could they please contact her. 

 
Jan mentioned if anybody else has anything they would like to put in the social calendar, to please call 
or email her. 
  
Meeting closed 11:08 am 


