Philosophy Session 14 Report — September 27, 2022.

As expected our discussions on religion were lively and ranged over many of its aspects. As with
other philosophical questions covered in past sessions today’s all-too-short two hours benefited
greatly from the openness and candour of the contributions.

It is worthwhile to again point out that our critical study of ideas throughout the ages is not intended
to promote any one philosophical viewpoint as superior or inferior to any other, or to imply likewise
in regard to religious beliefs. Rather it is to provide, through exposure to other ideas and beliefs and
through the application of logical reasoning, opportunity to test all belief systems in a quest to be
comfortable with whatever set you come to judge best suits your needs.

Of the multitude of questions in life which are difficult of resolution the one perhaps most important
to many is ‘Does God exist?’ The philosophical answer I suggested is ‘Yes — No — Maybe’.

What is the reality? An answer provided in prior sessions is that reality is not an absolute, instead it
depends on what you 100% believe. To those who have no doubts about the reality of the deity (or
deities) of their religion then that deity does exist; to those who totally discount religious beliefs
there definitely are no gods; the ‘Maybe’ covers those who are still battling with uncertainty.

The purported origins of various religious texts, the contradictions and inconsistencies in them, and
their often parochial dated content (including ignorance of the wider world) were briefly
considered. Books by the militant atheists Sam Harris and Richard Dawkins make detailed
comment on many of these apparent defects, but one must be careful when reading them to take due
account of the authors’ backgrounds, beliefs, and motivations.

Did the Christian God create Man in His image? Or did Man create God in man’s image and ascribe
to God those qualities that Man considered his God should necessarily have in order for Him to live
up to Man’s expectations and be worthy of Man’s unconditional adoration?

There is much in the Bible to hone one’s reasoning skills and critical capabilities. Where, for
example, do the concepts of right and wrong, of good and evil, come from? The Garden of Eden
had a ‘Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil’ so it is logical to conclude that Evil existed in
God’s domain prior to the eating by Adam & Eve of the tree’s forbidden fruit. We can also conclude
that God, being creator of all things, is responsible for the existence of Evil, for if He didn’t it leads
logically to the existence of an authority greater than that of God. The shame Adam & Eve felt for
their nudity also suffers from closer scrutiny as it raises the question of why God would build
shameful qualities into His greatest creation.

A final comment on logical conclusions. Just because a book which is purported to be the inspired
word of God can be criticised for apparent imperfections this cannot, on its own account, justify a
conclusion that God does not exist. From philosophical, practical and scientific points of view the
question remains an open one which will be determined only if, at some future time, God does
reveal himself and confirms by proof his claim to sole and supreme divinity.

Keith Ashfold -- Convenor.






