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lifelong learning good company staying active

President’s Report - Spring 2022
SEPT 2022

Coffee Morning  
Duty groups for coffee 
morning…..

Non-Fiction Interest Group
Blokes Business
Scrabble

Duty group please arrive 
9.45 with plate and set up. 

Vale 
John Gilmour

U3A Woodies

Coffee Morning!

Fri 16th Sept, 10am 
Bright Bowls Club

Churchill Ave.

Guest speaker
Leonie Katekar

Hello everyone,
Spring has sprung, the weather is warming and it’s great to be out and about 
in our glorious region.

The Spring coffee morning will be held on Friday 16th September, 
commencing 10am at the Bowls Club in Churchill Avenue. Kevin Hancock has 
organized a wonderful guest speaker, U3A Bright’s own Leonie Katekar, to 
speak about her epic journey cycling 12,000 km solo through South America. 
Not to be missed! 
As always, someone will be available to help with any enrolment/U-MAS 
issues.
Seniors’ Week is back this year after a 2-year COVID hiatus, with a rich 
programme of live events across the state from October 2-9, including 8 days 
of FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORT with your Seniors myki and Victorian Seniors 
Card. We will have programmes available at the coffee morning.
There have been some exciting events held and some upcoming to enhance 
our programme. 18 of us enjoyed a fabulous “Christmas in July” lunch at the 
Happy Valley Hotel. Lynn put on a superb menu and there was great 
conversation and convivial company and all are looking forward to next year’s 
event.
Thank you to Committee members Robyn Cirulis, Helen Brecknell and 
member volunteer, IT maestro, Peter Lukey, who have been running the Be 
Connected programme to increase and consolidate the digital literacy skills for 
members of the community this term. All participants have learned a great deal 
and the feedback from everyone has been extremely positive. There will be 
some changes to the format and frequency of this programme after next 
Monday’s class, so check out our website early next term for details.
Arno van Winden has organized a Level 2 First Aid Course for November, 
which is already fully booked. This will be of enormous benefit to all 
participants and our whole U3A and I thank Arno for his initiative.
Helen Carlson’s short course “Making Photobooks” has concluded and the 
created books are truly wonderful. Helen has indicated she may run this 
course next year if there is interest. Many thanks for your skill sharing Helen!
Diane Mayorga, Mirry Macdonald, Jan Smith and Kieran Ryan have formed 
our new SOCIAL COMMITTEE and will be speaking briefly at the coffee 
morning, with the view to outline their vision & hear members’ ideas for fun and 
interesting events to develop the social calendar.

Alpine Voices
is recommencing at 
H. Q. on WED 
October 5th 4.15-5.45
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Bright U3A has recently established a 
new Bright U3A Social Committee. The 
current members are Jan Smith, Keiran 
Ryan, Mirry McDonald and Diane 
Mayorga. The main purpose of this new 
committee is to organise fun social 
activities for all Bright U3A members.

As we are a new committee we are still 
very much in the planning stage for 
organising future Bright U3A social 
activities. We would welcome any 
suggestions or comments from all U3A 
members as to the type of social activities 
they would enjoy. This will give us some 
guidance in organising these events.

We are interested in members’ 
preferences for indoor/outdoor activities, 
day or evening activities, frequency of 
events, nature of events and any other 
ideas. 

This committee has been established to 
benefit members so we hope you can 
give us some suggestions.

New Social 
Committee!

Woodies convenor, Glenn O’Connell, will be bringing 
some of the beautiful wooden boards for sale to the 
coffee morning again, as they went like hotcakes at our 
winter gathering. Due to rising timber prices, these 
boards are $25 to our members. They are selling at 
Bowerbird for $49 so don’t forget to bring along your 
cash and snap up a bargain!
Like any organization, we need to be thinking of 
succession planning. Heather Kelly, a committee 
member for the last few years, has resigned due to 
family commitments and expanding grandparenting 
duties. We thank Heather for her efforts during her 
tenure, especially the resurrection of coffee mornings 
with guest speakers, in conjunction with Kevin 
Hancock, and we wish her well for the future. 
Our Secretary, Kim Robinson is definitely resigning at 
the AGM next January, after already giving us an extra 
year. If you would like to become involved in the 
planning and running of our incredible organization, 
please consider nominating yourself to become a 
committee member. Just as we could not function 
without our amazing Convenors, nor can we survive 
without the energy, expertise and enthusiasm of the 
volunteers on the committee. Please contact secretary, 
Kim Robinson to express your interest and receive a 
nomination form.
Finally, long time co-convenor of the Woodies, John 
Gilmour died recently. John was a clever craftsman, 
inventive fixer, esteemed mentor and friend and will be 
remembered with great respect and affection.
Until next time, I’ll leave you with the words of J.G.
“Be kind, always”

Marianne Dredge
President



12th Sept. 10.30 - 12
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good company 

John Gilmour will be remembered by U3A 
Woodwork Group (Woodies) members who 
witnessed his contribution and guidance on their 
individual projects. John devoted extra time at home 
to solving and sometimes fabricating a solution to 
an individual’s project.
He ensured all our woodworking equipment was up 
to specification and in good working order. He was 
a kind and thoughtful man; he had the ability to 
mend and fix broken items and was known as “Mr 
Fix-It”
John’s qualities included generosity, good humour, 
very great technical knowledge and application. 
John’s sense of humour enlivened afternoon tea 
time.
He was a perfect mentor, he led by example, was 
encouraging, instructive but never condesending. 
He was a wonderful friend and perfect host when 
the ‘Woodies’ gathered at Gilmours toward the end 
of the year.
To the woodies, John was always so ‘inventive’, he 
always seemed to come up with solutions to 
problems.
Our group will really miss this ingenious man.
Farewell friend!

Farewell, John Gilmour, Mentor and Friend
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staying active

John Gilmour

In his element!


