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lifelong learning good company staying active
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President’s Report

At last 2020 has gone and a new year has 
commenced.  Never before have I 
witnessed such a year that 2020 unfolded, 
with fires to start the year then COVID -19 
with its lockdowns and heavy restrictions 
put on our movements.

Most of our activities were cancelled 
throughout the year .  Our French group 
continued for most of the year, being one of 
Victoria's U3As first to use "zoom" to keep 
in touch with their weekly meetings.  

Our cycling group continued operating 
throughout most of the year by making the 
necessary adjustments according to the 
changes in regulations. As they rode past 
our house each week on the rail trail, the 
changes in regulations were obvious. One 
week single file 5 metres apart, the next 
week in pairs with each pair following 5 
metres behind, and so on. Congratulations 
to Sue and Arno for maintaining such a 
vigilante outlook to keep the wheels turning.

We started the year with the introduction of 
a couple of new programs. They had 
successful starts but then had to be 
abandoned, so we hope they will 
recommence again this year.

With Bob and Ann Pascoe not seeking 
re-election this year at least a couple of new 
faces will be required on our committee.  
We thank them both for their very long and 
generous contributions over the numerous 
years they served us in various capacities 
on our committees.

Woolcrafters Knit Trauma Teddies

Sandra More and Lorraine Pearce (who are members of the U3A 
Woolcrafters group) recently knitted and donated trauma teddies to 
Peninsula Health after a request was sent out.

Over 1 million children have cuddled a colourful, comforting Trauma Teddy 
since we first started hand-knitting them back in 1990. Providing care in so 
many ways:

• comfort to children fleeing the Summer Bushfires
• a warm welcome to refugee children
• company in a speeding ambulance
• friendly security in hospital
• a happy face in a lonely time

At last count, more than 600 volunteer knitters in 75 knitting groups hand 
knit Teddies in Australia. They lovingly craft around 50, 000 Trauma 
Teddies a year. That’s a huge number of children who each year receive 
the care of a teddy bear.
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My quote for this newsletter comes from the writings of the American songwriter, dramatist, and producer George M. 
Cohan (1878-1942) and quoted by John McCabe in 1973.
 "I don't care what you say about me, as long as you say something about me, and as long as you spell my name right."

My crystal ball says we are going to continue all programs and be an even stronger U3A in 2021. Therefore welcome to 
the new year. I am sure we are in for a great active and rewarding U3A year.    

Roy Ward
President 
Bright and district U3A

It takes about 5 hours to knit each Teddy. By our calculations, 
that’s a whopping 250,000 volunteer knitting hours each year! 
Or a mind-blowing 7.5 million volunteer hours over the last 30 
years! 

Bright U3A congratulates Sandra and Lorraine for their contribution to 
this worthy cause.

2021 AGM

A nomination form is included in this issue for you to consider nominating for a position on the Management Committee. 
Three, and possibly four, of our members will not be continuing after many years serving Bright U3A .

The Committee has applied for an extension to the AGM as Covid-19 restrictions will not (at this time!) allow us to have 
our usual Annual Meeting. If or when these restrictions are relaxed to allow us to go ahead we will advise everyone either 
by email or through your co-ordinator when the AGM will take place. In the mean time have a think about a position on the 
committee and contact Roy Ward (President) with your interest.

The Bright U3A’s annual subscription is now due but as so many activities were suspended, the amount to be paid will be 
$20 and not the usual $30. 

The reduced membership is for this year only - hopefully we can resume normal activities this year.

Please pay directly into the U3A bank account. Please don’t forget to add your name!

When the AGM is scheduled and catering is required then note that the BUSHWALKERS are on roster.
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"Despite 2020 being such a 'weird' year due to COVID19 
our cycling group managed to complete 12 weeks of 
normal Tuesday rides and 20 weeks of riding in smaller 
groups on a Tuesday depending on restrictions, plus 
eighteen lunch or dinner rides on other days of the week.   
Many of our group learnt much more about social media 
and apps such as Zoom, but more importantly how to 
keep our group active and connected, with "Call a Buddy" 
and going for a ride being a very popular way of surviving 
lockdowns.  
We feel many of the group has become much more 
connected and collectively supportive. Some riders have 
ridden more in 2020 than any other year with one that we 
know of riding over 14,000 kms in the year.
In 2021 we will probably all be homebased more than 
usual again so we have planned to have at least two 
away from Bright ride weeks, firstly around Albury and the 
High Country Rail Trail in April and then riding the Great 
Victorian Rail Trail based at Yea in October. 
Our regular Tuesday rides will commence on February 2, 
2021 with everyone welcome whether fast, slow, manual, 
electric, two wheels or three."

U3A Cycles through Covid-19

COFFEE MORNING ROSTER FOR 2021
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